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Government Policy & Business Purchasing Change

Convene busness, 
govenrment, 

academia, NGOs
CommunicateScientific Research



www.SixClasses.org
Healthier products, healthier people in four minutes!

Six Classes Videos 
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Flame Retardant(FR) Standards 

California Technical Bulletin 117

– Required foam to withstand a 
small open flame for 12 seconds

– No overall  fire safety benefit 

• fires start in fabric not filling

• FRs make fires more smoky & toxic

– Smolder standard for fabric can

• stop most fires before reaching foam

• increase fire safety without the need 
for flame retardants 

GREEN SCIENCE POLICY INSTITUTE
GreenSciencePolicy.org



Gross, L. Environmental Health News. Nov. 16, 2011

$23.2 million flame retardant industry lobbying
against fire safety without flame retardants

Funded by Californians for Fire Safety 
Albemarle, Chemtura (purchased byLanxess), Israel Chemicals LTD (ICL)







Consensus Statement 
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Industry Support

Elimination of Fire Retardants in Office Furniture

“ …the risks associated with the use of these chemicals is 
greater than the  hazard associated with the  risk from 
furniture without fire retardants.” 

- Business & Institutional Furniture Manufacturer’s Assoc. 



13

Google

Communication

“A deceptive campaign by 
industry brought toxic flame 

retardants into our homes 
and into our bodies. 

And the chemicals don’t 
even work as promised.”



New California Standard
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Increased fire safety without flame retardants!



Large Purchasers Move the Market

Material Buyers Club

• Require transparency from manufacturers

• Utilize collective purchasing power to create a 
demand for healthier  products and materials



Green Science Policy Science Communication

.
Study Journal Year Downloads

Flame retardants in baby 
products

ES&T 2011 24,849

Novel and High Volume 
Flame Retardants in Couches

ES&T 2012 7,233

Highly fluorinated chemicals 
in U.S. drinking water

ES&T 
Letters

2016 49,736

Highly fluorinated chemicals 
in fast food

ES&T 
Letters

2017 29,278

Scientific Basis for Managing 
PFAS as a Chemical Class

ES&T 
Letters

2020 25,477



Green Science Policy Communications Strategy

•Collaborate with expert authors at multiple institutions.

•Select research topic to support policy in public interest.

•Publish open access.

•After acceptance, select a publication date for maximum 
impact (Two weeks or more in the future).

•Compose release in accessible language with a “hook”.

•Query journalists & then share embargoed release & paper.

•Educate journalists & establish relationships.

•Hope it is not a big news day.

•Utilize paper to affect change.

A Never Ending Story of PFASs
Wang, et al. ES&T 2017, © 2017 ACS



Science + Communication  
+ Government & Business  =Change 

A Healthier Future 
With Less Chemicals of Concern
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